1 A word about the title of the paper. We here at the State Department thought we had invented the phrase "charismatic microfauna" to describe marine genetic resources, as a play on "charismatic megafauna"-those elephants and pandas and whales that serve as icons or mascots for a number of international organizations. We have since discovered that the "microfauna" term is already out there (almost 500 hits on Google), but I kept the title because it so nicely captures the increasing interest in these deep-sea creatures, and the controversy surrounding their exploitation.
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